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Professor of English 1979
“I need to still 
live the life of 
the mind . . . 



















dedication transmits to students, in-
cluding those who went on one of the 
14 J-term Literary London trips Bak-
er led.
The variety of oversea trips she’s 
taken—some including semester or 
month-long sabbatical research—are 
highlights of Baker’s time at Taylor. “I 
moved from being a tourist to want-
ing to contribute,” she said.
When traveling, Baker said she 
builds her itinerary around art gal-
leries and plays in the area.
During retirement, she plans to vis-
it former students around the globe 
and remain engaged in academics.
Baker sees the practice of creativi-
ty and excellence as a part of her life’s 
ministry. In the ’80s and ’90s, when 
most students had never been to a 
professional play, Baker expanded 
their education by taking them to the 
theatre in Indianapolis.
Senior Hannah Haney said Baker 
places student-learning before syllabi. 
“Thoreau writes in his book, Walden, 
‘I wanted to live deep and suck out all 
the marrow of life,’ and Dr. Baker em-
bodies that,” Haney said. “I want to be 
like her when I grow up.”
Joe Lund
Professor of Psychology 1973






ing and helping 
develop the per-




Lund became a professor of social 
psychology at 21 years old.
After growing up in southern Cal-
ifornia, Lund received his master’s 
degree at Ball State and was offered 
a job at Taylor. He felt his training 
meshed with Taylor’s environment 
and, in hindsight, that God led him 
with good intent.
Lund was awarded his doctorate in 
1981, has published multiple research 
articles, and has written 13 chapters 
in his in-progress book about what 
it means to be made in the image 
of God.
Junior Taylor Tertocha sees Lund 
as the father of Taylor’s psycholo-
gy department.
“He sets the pace that psychology 
is a field that needs to be taken seri-
ously,” said Tertocha, “But, he’s really 
funny and sweet.”
While teaching full time, he was 
heavily involved in the process of 
turning Taylor’s then soccer club into 
an intercollegiate sport, and, until re-
cently, he coached men’s soccer for 
19 years.
During retirement, Lund will pur-
sue his interests in building or remod-
eling things that give him satisfaction 
when finished.
“I really do love psychology,” Lund 
said, “but I don’t feel like it’s the only 
thing I can do . . . I want to see what 
God has for me to (do to) make a dif-
ference in the kingdom.”
Hank Voss
Professor of Physics & Engineering 
1994
Since his February retirement as 
a professor in Taylor’s engineering 
and physics department, Hank Voss 
has worked full time at the compa-












across the nation as well as holds a 
contract with the U.S. Air Force and 
NASA. Through partnerships, NSP 
and Taylor built and launched the 
first commercial satellite from Indi-
ana in 2014. 
Although he still works full time, 
Voss is enjoying retirement, includ-
ing taking a 3,000 mile trip to visit his 
grandchildren in different parts of the 
States and running a half-marathon. 
Starting the engineering program 
and designing Euler Science Complex 
with students are two of Voss’s major 
accomplishments at Taylor.
“Dr. Voss’s legacy is a space pro-
gram that continues strong even after 
his exit,” said senior Stephen Papier-
ski, ELEO-Sat Project Manager. “The 
space program has helped me mature 
professionally in countless ways.”
Jessica Rousselow-Winquist
Professor of Communication 1967
“I have a huge number of interests, 
and that is the reason I chose this dis-
cipline,” she said. “It allows me to go 
in so many different directions.”
Having worked full time as a 
professor in the communications 
department since 1967, Jessica Rous-
selow-Winquist 
mixes her pas-
sions in life with 
her passion in 
the classroom, taking students deep-
er in their exploration of liberal arts.
Rousselow-Winquist and her hus-
band, Alan, will look for places, 
people and ways to serve upon retire-
ment and hope to continue teaching. 
Gardening, global traveling, reading, 
watching plays, spending more time 
with grandchildren and laughing with 
Alan are things she looks forward to.
“She always asks for more, pushing 
me to my breaking point, but when I 
got to that point that is where I have 
always found my greatest potential—
my best idea, my best work,” said se-
nior Jen Shepherd.
Rousselow-Winquist has co-au-
thored three books with her husband, 
directed multiple plays, and chaired 
the corporate communication de-
partment for 11 years. 
Alan Winquist
Professor of History 1973
“One of the exciting things about 
teaching is you learn about the world, 
and the more you learn the more you 
realize you don’t know. (I’m) very 
indebted to Taylor for expanding 
my mind.”
A fortuitous opening in Taylor’s 
history department brought Whea-
ton graduate Alan Winquist to Tay-
lor in 1973. 
“I thought, ‘I’ll give it a five-year 
plan,’” said Winquist. “Well, five years 
turned into 42, and 
I’ve seen some won-
derful changes.”
The highlight of 
Winquist’s time at 
Taylor was mar-
r ying his  wife, 
Jessica Roussel-
ow-Winquist. After 
a strong friendship, 
Winquist proposed 
to her at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church in 
New York. Both be-
ing avid art-junkies, 
Winquist said they 
had attended a con-
cert in the beautiful 
gothic church and 
were inspired by the 
music on the night 
he proposed.
Another point of enjoyment 
for Winquist was taking students 
oversees. 
“When I first came in 1973, there 
was very limited global education,” he 
said. He began taking groups to Eu-
rope in the first couple of years and 
expanded to East Asia, where a new 
world of art, culture and history cap-
tivated him. 
Winquist and Jessica will keep busy 
after retirement. Possibly tutoring, 
traveling, watching Shakespeare plays 
at Stratford Festival in Canada and re-
turning to Taylor to teach a couple of 
classes, per his department’s request, 
170 year legacy




From Pick-a-Dates to Airband, 
O-Groups to Senior Seminar, Taylor 
memories will fly through the 2016 
graduates’ brains at lightning speed 
as they turn their tassels May 21. 
The preliminary results from senior 
surveys as well as reflections from 
students and faculty comprise a snap-
shot of the graduating class.
According to Vice President for Stu-
dent Development Skip Trudeau, Ha-
becker will address the class of 2016 
as he too prepares for his next step 
beyond Taylor.
The preliminary results of the Senior 
Exit Survey (SES) are in. Regarding ac-
ademics, 79 percent of seniors strongly 
agreed that their academic major pre-
pared them for graduate study and 82.3 
percent of seniors strongly agreed that 
their major prepared them for their fu-
ture career choice.
The statistics for leadership de-
velopment, spiritual growth and 
residence life were also high. 79.1 
percent of seniors strongly agreed 
that they developed leadership skills 
at Taylor. 81.1 percent of seniors ex-
pressed high satisfaction with their 
residence hall. 81.6 percent of seniors 
felt a strong personal sense of belong-
ing on campus.
Senior educational studies major 
Paige McCourt is preparing to en-
ter the Masters of Higher Education 
(MAHE) program at Taylor in the 2016-
17 academic year. Since she is attend-
ing graduate school in the fall and 
has not solidified her summer plans, 
she said she looks forward to a time 
to rest and transition into the next 
phase of her life.
“The past four years feel like a blur 
as I attempt to reflect on my time at 
Taylor,” McCourt said. “Graduation 
approaching is bittersweet as I step 
into the next season of life and eager-
ly anticipate everything it will hold, 
but saying goodbye to the people who 
have played such an important role 
in my day-to-day life is harder than 
I imagined.”
Feeling ready for life after grad-
uation, senior professional writing 
major Corrie Thompson says she 
feels ready for life after graduation 
but is unsure of what her plans will 
be. She is spending her last few weeks 
balancing final projects and time 
with friends.
“There are so many wonderful peo-
ple that I’ve gotten to know, so I’m 
kind of in denial about us all going our 
separate ways,” Thompson said. “I am 
kind of sad about leaving here—even 
if Taylor is tucked into the middle of 
nowhere—because it’s the people and 
traditions here that gave us so many 
opportunities and memories.”
Dean of Students Steve Morley 
hopes that all graduates will leave 
Taylor marked by the many lessons 
learned during their undergraduate 
years. He hopes the university launch-
es students toward success and that 
after graduation they will  have a 
clearer sense of who they are creat-
ed to be. 
“We reference often how these four 
years are (meant) to dramatically im-
pact the next 40 years,” Morley said. 
“It is my hope that the next 40, 60, 80 
years of our students are dramatically 
changed for the good by the time they 
have spent at Taylor.”
Morley said he has seen the class 
of 2016 grow through businesses 
launched, challenges confronted 
and the needs of others advocated. 
He said he is encouraged that many 
students have not waited until grad-
uation to start their “real life.”
The academic year is coming to 
a close, but the opportunities for 
growth are just beginning, for seniors 
and underclassmen both. The class of 
2016 turns the tassel, continuing the 
legacy of 170 years of leadership, ser-








Preliminary statistics from the Senior Exit Survey show students are generally happy with their Taylor experiences.
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79% strongly agree that their 
academic major prepared 
them for graduate study.
82.3% strongly agreed that 
their major prepared them 
for their future career choice.
81.6% felt a strong 
personal sense of 
belonging on campus.
81.1% were highly 
satisfied/satisfied with their 
residence hall.
3.54 cumulative GPA of grad-
uating seniors at the beginning 
of the spring term 2016.
Retire continues on page 2
are a few retirement plans.
“I would say that Dr. Winquist is 
probably the main reason that I be-
came a history major,” said senior Em-
ily Brokaw. “(He) has been incredibly 
motivating for me as a historian.”
Winquist was chair and co-chair 
of the history department for eight 
years. He has written two books and 
co-authored three.  
Connie Lightfoot
Dean of the school of social sciences, 
education and business 2008












ships but to be used in a profession 
or leadership role.”
Along with her position as dean of 
the school of social sciences, educa-
tion and business, Connie Lightfoot 
started and led the group, Leader-
ship Explorations for Women (LEW), 
for three years. LEW prompts conver-
sation among female department 
chairs and administration—many 
of whom are beginning their careers 
as leaders.
“She is not afraid of hard deci-
sions or situations, but approach-
es them with a spirit of grace,” said 
colleague Mary Rayburn. “She has 
modeled quality and Christ-like ad-
ministration, especially for women 
aspiring toward careers in higher ed-
ucation administration.”
Lightfoot graduated from Taylor in 
1975 with a degree in computer sci-
ence and returned in 1982 to teach 
and serve for eleven years. 
“I like to smooth the path before the 
faculty and department chairs—so 
anything I can do to make their lives 
better,” Lightfoot said. According to 
Lightfoot, the most important thing 
she does is hire faculty members who 
are the right fit for Taylor.
Lightfoot is a first generation col-
lege student, and she said she nev-
er thought about a career in higher 
education. An invitation to apply for 
a teaching position from the chair 
of the computer science program at 
Taylor shocked her. “It wasn’t normal 
in the ’80s for Christian women with 
children to work,” she said. 
Neva Schwartz
Director of Teacher Certification 
2007
“The education department is a very 
special department; it’s very cohesive. 
We’re all teachers.”
After 35 years as a middle school 
teacher in a public school, Neva 
Schwartz made the transition to 
college professor in the educa-
tion department at Taylor in 2007. 
She had previously worked with 
student teachers from Taylor and 
knew they were well-prepared. 
“It just seemed like a good fit,” 
Schwartz said. 
One of her accomplishments in 
the education department is bring-
ing a sense of order to students’ 
scheduling problems and advocat-
ing for many of the secondary ed-
ucation students. Students have 
appreciated her open door policy, 
Schwartz said.
With retirement, Schwartz will 
be transitioning to an online pro-
gram that works with students 
who have graduated and want to 
go into teaching from another ca-
reer. She also has plans to travel 
this summer and fall. “I ’m going 
to do the normal grandkid stuff,” 
she said.
“She really, really knows her stuff,” 
said senior John Vahle. “She’s able to 
guide us through how to prepare for 
our exam as well as general help with 
getting hired.”
echo@taylor.edu
Back to the Haak




Bring them your mugs, your lamps, 
your dusty paintings yearning to 
breathe free.
Next Saturday, the Haak is host-
ing a sale to benefit Lift, a local or-
ganization that works to enrich the 
lives of students at Eastbrook South.
Senior Sarah McLeester was a Vil-
lage Tree member when she orga-
nized the first Back of the Haak Sale 
last year. She and the other members 
noticed that people were throwing 
away a lot of items that other people 
may have been able to use.
“(We wondered,) ‘What if we had 
a sale to save the stuff being thrown 
away and to give people a chance 
to buy it and not just trash it,’” Mc-
Leester said.
The sale is by donation only, so 
people can give as much or as lit-
tle as they can afford. Last year’s 
sale raised $2,600, which is almost 
enough to sponsor two kids to at-
tend Lift for an entire year.
Director Dianne Biehl, along with 
community member Lisa Sells, 
founded Lift in 2014. She said East-
brook South reached out to her and 
then she asked several community 
members to get on board. Over 60 
volunteers—including professors, 
Taylor students and other commu-
nity members—are working with the 
26 kids enrolled in Lift this semester.
Lift’s goal is to invest in the same 
kids each year as they move up in 
grades. Biehl hopes to teach kids 
to love reading and to be each oth-
er’s advocates, especially for those 
who have limited positive exposure 
to literacy.
“There are more and more vulner-
able children in Grant County,” Bie-
hl said.
On a typical afternoon in Lift, kids 
are greeted with a snack at Upland 
Community Church. Biehl likes to 
offer healthier options such as En-
glish muffin pizzas and grapes in or-
der to show kids that healthy foods 
can be tasty and fun. Snacks are 
served family-style, with kids wait-
ing for everyone to be ready before 
anyone takes their first bite.
After snack time, kids have an 
hour of free time in the gym. Lat-
er, they break off into two groups to 
practice reading or work on a read-
ing-related activity. Volunteers lead 
a musical worship time and some-
times share a mini-sermon.
Freshman Lift volunteer Lainie 
Gegner said she thinks Lift is unique 
because it aims to boost kids both 
spiritually and academically. She 
said she’s seen a big difference in 
the kids who are enrolled.
“One of the little girls looked at 
me and patted her heart and said, 
‘I feel Jesus right here,’” Gegner said.
Lift meets Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday from 2:45 to 5:30 p.m. at 
Upland Community Church. Dona-
tions for the sale can be dropped off 
in boxes in the dorms or at the Haak. 
The sale will open behind the Haak on 





Larita made “better-than-sex” pie just so she 
could see guests’ expressions when they asked 
what the chocolate dessert was called.
Call it LaRita’s
Call it LaRita’s
Friends, family recount the 
person behind the name 
of the Campus Center
Cassidy Grom
News Co-Editor
She’s the one who brought Bahami-
an students to campus, made “bet-
ter-than-sex pie,” and lived beside the 
pink barns on Highway 26. 
Her name was Larita, and now she 
has a building named after her, too. 
On Saturday at 3 p.m., students, 
guests and grandparents gathered 
in the Chapel to celebrate the offi-
cial dedication of the Larita R. Boren 
Campus Center. 
President Gene Habecker said he 
had never seen the Board of Trust-
ees respond as quickly as they did 
when the new Campus Center name 
was suggested. “It was the right deci-
sion,” he said.
Larita’s son Lael Boren spoke about 
his mother’s various traits. Accord-
ing to Lael, Larita was an encourager. 
“Sometimes that encouragement was 
gentle and kind, sometimes that en-
couragement was a little more force-
ful,” he said. Lael remembers Larita 
telling his high school principal that 
he would graduate no matter what. 
“And I did,” he said. “Barely.”
Lael recounted the numerous times 
Larita hosted parties and showed im-
mense hospitality. Lael laughed as he 
told the audience about her culinary 
creations. He insisted Larita made “bet-
ter-than-sex” pie just so she could see 
guests’ expressions when they asked 
what the chocolate dessert was called. 
Darnell Bain, a Bahamian student 
who graduated in 1987, agreed Lari-
ta always had welcoming arms. Bain 
said Larita checked on her to make 
sure she had proper winter attire and 
invited Bain and other Bahamian stu-
dents on hayrides.
Larita and her husband, Leland 
Boren, were heavily involved with the 
Lyford Cay Foundation, which helps 
thousands of Bahamians like Bain to 
receive a college education.
Lael said his mom “didn’t mind be-
ing the brunt of jokes to get a chuck-
le.” And senior Samantha Bowser, 
Larita’s granddaughter, said Larita 
had impeccable fashion, a commit-
ment to lipstick and an obsession 
with Red Bull. 
Larita was loved by her family, as 
evinced in the bright pink barns on 
Highway 26. Lael said his father paint-
ed the barns to help his mother feel at 
home. The color was originally sup-
posed to be closer to red to match the 
soil from Larita’s hometown, Rush 
Spring, Oklahoma. The color turned 
out much more pink than expect-
ed but Larita loved it anyway. “As an 
added bonus, it really helps our fam-
ily when we have to give directions to 
our home,” Lael said. 
President Gene Habecker explained 
that just as Larita lovingly embraced 
Taylor and its students, the Campus 
Center surrounds Rediger Auditori-
um, the heart of campus. Habecker 
said the $20 million-plus project ful-
filled former president Milo Rediger’s 
vision of the “new Taylor.”
Natalie Nohr contributed to the re-
porting of this story.
echo@taylor.edu
Last year’s sale raised $2,600, which is almost enough to sponsor two kids to attend Lift.
Photograph by Christine East
Photograph provided by Adam Perry Photograph by Annabelle Blair
theechonews.com









As seniors scramble through the final 
weeks leading up to graduation, they 
look to life beyond Upland. Some pur-
sue graduate programs, others pursue 
job opportunities in the U.S. and all 
fill out seemingly limitless paperwork. 
Austin Munn, a senior computer sci-
ence major, packs up his passport and 
prepares to move overseas.
Munn will move to Nepal shortly af-
ter graduation this May. He accepted 
a position with Tiny Hands Interna-
tional in Kathmandu as the Dream 
Suite program director. 
Tiny Hands is a Christian nonprofit 
organization that seeks to empower 
the church in the developing world 
by helping the poor to overcome pov-
erty and share Christ with the world. 
They seek justice by intercepting girls 
in the process of being trafficked and 
running family-structured children’s 
homes for orphaned, abandoned or 
abused children.
Munn became involved with Tiny 
Hands last summer after hearing of 
the organization through his academ-
ic advisor, Tom Nurkkala. 
After returning from a Lighthouse 
trip in Paraguay, Munn met with 
Nurkkala, a professor in the comput-
er science department and head of 
the Center for Missions Computing at 
Taylor. Munn wanted to use his field 
of study for missions. Nurkkala gave 
him several options for internships 
in missions computing, one of which 
was with Tiny Hands. 
“I checked Tiny Hands out,” Munn 
said. “There is a concentration soft-
ware studio track  within computer 
science that has been working on that 
project (Dream Suite) during 2014 and 
again this year.” 
The project began in 2014 and is 
in its fourth semester. According to 
Nurkkala, 17 students are currently 
enrolled in the course project with 
the help of two additional seniors, 
comprising a full team of 19.
The primary role of Dream Suite, 
developed by Taylor graduates Da-
vid Colgan (’11) and Andrew Fennig 
(’02), is to track statistics about the 
traffickers and victims. The infor-
mation shows where the traffickers 
came from and which routes they 
travel frequently. 
Munn spent 11 weeks during the 
summer serving with Tiny Hands 
in Kathmandu. Half of his time was 
spent in software development and 
the other half visiting border sta-
tions, seeing Tiny Hands programs 
and talking with local pastors guid-
ing the stations.
“Being able to get down there and 
see what happens on the border, in 
children’s homes and in schools made 
such a difference,” Munn said. 
At times, he felt helpless, seeing 
hoards of traffic and few protective 
measures to stop and check vehicles 
crossing the border.
“There were lines of these big 
trucks. Literally there’s lines and 
lines of cars,” Munn said. “There is 
just so much chaos and somehow in 
the midst of that they try to pick out 
what could be someone’s life trying 
to be taken away.”
Because of the open border be-
tween India and Nepal, human traf-
ficking is prevalent. 
According to Munn, around 14,000 
girls are trafficked each year in Nepal. 
Tiny Hands staff members seek God’s 
guidance while approaching girls to 
intercept, focusing on the individual 
rather than the statistic.
Munn rolled up his sleeve, revealing 
a brown bracelet with a single bead. 
“These bracelets are called One Girl 
bracelets,” he said. “The idea is that 
even if the work done is for only one 
girl, it’s worth it for Tiny Hands. This 
past month they were able to inter-
cept their ten thousandth girl.”
While interning in Nepal, Munn 
met people working on the software 
which he and his classmates devel-
oped months before. He remembers 
walking into the Tiny Hands Inter-
national office to find a man work-
ing on data entry on the interface he 
helped create. This time, the data 
came alive.
“When you’re not interacting with 
a website and putting real data into 
it, it kind of removes you from the 
situation,” Munn said. “Being able to 
see him working and see others use 
it on a daily basis really personalized 
it a lot more and made it hit home.”
Munn prepares to serve as a project 
manager alongside Tiny Hands Inter-
national’s investigators, analysts, legal 
team and others to stop the process 
of trafficking across the open border 
from India to Nepal. 
While Munn manages the software 
development for Tiny Hands, a legal 
team will seek to build cases against 
traffickers as investigators gain more 
information on suspects.
Munn will carry the vision for the 
functionality of the project, working 
with developers to ensure that fea-
tures are implemented in a way that 
meets the needs of Tiny Hands.
“We’re really excited that he’s go-
ing,” Nurkkala said. “As director 
for the Center for Missions Com-
puting, one of my goals is that stu-
dents from other disciplines would 
get excited the way Austin is in oth-
er needs. This is just one example of 
how this discipline can do missions. 
I’m excited to see what God is doing 
through him.”
Tiny Hands is growing, having re-
cently launched programs in South 
Africa and Bangladesh. Its partner-
ship with Taylor is also expanding. 
Taylor’s Lighthouse program con-
tinues to develop a partnership with 
Tiny Hands, organizing trips and in-
creasing awareness regarding the 
extent of human trafficking in Nepal 
and around the world. 
Director of Lighthouse Programs 
Katie Rousopoulos said, “I’d love 
to have students join Lighthouse 
teams in years to come even after 
the ‘buzzword’ idea of sex-traffick-
ing passes, because that will always 
be a need.” 
As Munn prepares to turn the tassel 
and travel to Nepal, the Tiny Hands 
team begins to consider the next 
steps in software development and 
stopping trafficking transit in Nepal. 
echo@taylor.edu
Campuses will become a place for 
“murderers, rapists and other criminals 
to commit crimes without fear.”
Campus carry controversy
Tassels and Tiny Hands 
Campus carry 
controversy
Universities take different 
stances on handguns
Kaitie Christenberry
World and National Editor
On Monday, Tennessee passed a law 
allowing faculty on college campuses 
to carry concealed handguns. SB 2376 
only applies to full-time employees 
and protects higher education insti-
tutions against any monetary liability 
for handgun use.
In order to concealed carry, em-
ployees must first have a valid con-
cealed carry permit and notify local 
law enforcement. According to The 
Washington Post, “handguns can’t 
be brought into stadiums or gymna-
siums” and students aren’t permitted 
to carry handguns while on campus.
The Associated Press reported 
that President Joe DePietro said that 
the University of Tennessee decided 
to negotiate with sponsors because 
they “recognized early in the process 
that the bill had a great likelihood 
of passing.”
The Tennessee bill is the not the 
first of its kind.
On Tuesday, Georgia vetoed its own 
“campus carry” bill, HB 859. Campus-
es and buildings owned by any public 
college, tech school or other institu-
tion would have permitted guns ex-
cept for areas where athletic events 
are held, dorms and fraternity and so-
rority houses.
During the hearing, Governor 
Nathan Deal said, that campuses 
shouldn’t allow guns without strict-
er rules on how they can be carried. 
In explaining why he didn’t allow the 
bill to pass, Deal also quoted the late 
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Sca-
lia, and minutes from an Oct. 4, 1824 
meeting that took place at the Uni-
versity of Virginia.
The Tennessean quoted NRA lob-
byist, Erin Looper, that without guns, 
campuses will become a place for 
“murderers, rapists and other crim-
inals to commit crimes without fear” 
of their victims defending themselves.
University of Tennessee President 
Bruce MacLennan, said, “Overall, 
the (Faculty Senate) thinks the bill is 








This round of primary elections in 
Indiana has heralded many unex-
pected “outsider wins” for candi-
dates such as Bernie Sanders, who 
won the presidential primary elec-
tion by a margin of 5.4 percent, or 
34,000 votes, according to the New 
York Times.
Donald Trump came out with his 
26th state primary victory in Indi-
ana on Tuesday night, boasting 53.3 
percent of Indiana’s Republican 
votes. He did not visit Indiana to 
deliver a victory speech. The chair-
man of the Republican National 
Convention is now calling Trump 
the “presumptive GOP Nominee,” 
according to CNN. 
Out of the original 17 candi-
dates, Donald Trump is the pre-
sumptive nominee. The GOP looks 
toward fending off Hillary Clinton 
in the general election this No-
vember. Clinton lost to Sanders 
in Indiana but is not dissuaded, 
as her delegate count (2,205) far 
outnumbers Sanders’s (1,401). This 
places her within 178 delegates of 
gaining the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination, including the 
super-delegates.
May 3 also marked Indiana’s con-
gressional primaries for one Senate 
and nine House seats. Former U.S. 
Representative Todd Young van-
quished his opponent, Representa-
tive Marlin Stutzman, by a margin 
of 67 percent to 33 percent, in the 
Republican primaries. 
In November, Young will face 
Democratic candidate and for-
mer representative Baron Hill 
in the race to replace retiring 
senator  Dan Coats  as  on e of 
two Indiana Senators in Con-
gress .  Meanw hi le ,  th e  House 
seat left behind by Todd Young 
is open for the taking by one of 
two challengers:  Shelli  Yoder, 
an Indiana University professor 
who won the Democratic prima-
ry race by a wide margin, or Jo-
seph Albert Hollingsworth, who 
beat out a crowded Republican 
primary race.
Hollingsworth has only lived in 
Indiana for seven months, mov-
ing here directly before starting 
his congressional campaign. He 
pumped around $1 million of his 
own money into the race, financing 
attack ads against current Indiana 
state senator and opponent Erin 
Houchin. Houchin was the sec-
ond-highest fundraiser in the race, 
garnishing over $500,000 from sup-
porters, but she was easily outspent 
by Hollingsworth and the super PAC 
who was funded by Hollingsworth’s 
father’s company in Tennessee. 
Campaign statements reveal that 
Hollingsworth has a net value of 
nearly $58 million.
The Indianapolis Star reported 
that many of the ninth Congres-
sional District GOP candidates at-
tacked Hollingsworth as a rich 
carpetbagger out of touch with 
Hoosier values,  taking advantage 
of the eligibility rules to buy a seat 
in Congress. 
In less scandal-plagued races, 
House candidates were also chosen 
for Indiana’s eight other congressio-
nal districts.
echo@taylor.edu
Donald Trump, Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders continue the race to the election finish line.
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Universities take different stances on handguns.
Photograph provided by Flickr user frankieleon 
Photograph provided by Austin Munn 
During his internship with Tiny Hands, Austin Munn (second from right) traveled around 
Nepal alongside a Tiny Hands summer Vision Team.




Celebrating Mother’s Day on campus
Compiled by Sarah Davis
Life & Times Co-Editor
In the spirit of Mother’s Day, The Echo 
sought out students to celebrate here at 
Taylor. The following women possess many 
motherly qualities, providing comfort to 
homesick freshman and stability to reckless 
seniors. Despite their lack of actual mother-
hood experience, the following women take 
care of their respective wings and floors 
around campus. Their contributions to the 
Taylor community deserve recognition. Like 
their own mothers, these women are mak-




1. Tell us about your first experience with motherhood. Who on your wing first told you you 
were the wing mom, and what did you do to earn this highly regarded title? 
“I think I have always been the soccer-mom type. I am protective and like to take care of my girls on 
3rd Breu. It wasn’t the first instance, but this semester I was carrying my laundry down the hall and 
walked past a girls’ room with their door open. I saw them picking at a scab on their arm and yelled, 
‘Don’t pick! You will make it scar!’ I just kept walking, and she yelled after me, ‘Okay MOM, geeze.’”
 
2. What are your motherly habits? What are mom things you’re always do-
ing for the women on your floor, or asking them to do? 
“When I asked girls on my floor, they said I have a personality that cares for people, a loving touch and that 
I am there to comfort when they need it. The women on my floor said I’m affirming and give good advice. 
I’m an encourager, and I love being a cheerleader for others. I like to write notes to the girls on my floor, es-
pecially when I know they are going through something rough. Girls are always coming to borrow things 
from me. A cup of sugar, my shoes, a Band-Aid. I am known to have everything. Also, I love to sleep and 
take a nap every Sunday afternoon and the whole floor knows I am unavailable during this time.”
 
 
3. Share a story about when your motherly instinct saved the day. 
“There was a freshman on my floor who was trying to get to know this guy, but they couldn’t find anywhere 
to talk. They couldn’t get off campus either because they didn’t have cars, so they would just walk the Loop a 
million times trying to have a semi-private conversation. I took them to the park in Marion and just dropped 
them off and picked them up three hours later. They were very appreciative and are still happily together.”
 
4. Tell us about your mom. Are you like her? Different from her? In what ways?
“People tell me I am nice, but my mother is literally a saint. She is 100 times nicer than me! 
She is absolutely selfless. I admire her for her deep love for her family and others.”
Photograph provided by Mackenzie Miller
Marissa Kneer
3rd Center English
1. Tell us about your first experience with motherhood. Who on your wing first told you you 
were the wing mom and what did you do to earn this highly regarded title? 
“My sophomore year, my roommate was gone, and I was living in a suite full of freshmen. I assumed a sort of moth-
ering-type role, trying to make sure they got to where they needed to be, knew how to get there and had all their 
questions answered. The nickname ‘Mama’ was started by an upperclassman on the wing during that year. Since 
then, it stuck. Each year, new freshmen come in, and I am immediately introduced as ‘Mama’ instead of by my real 
name. Now there is even a hashtag that comes up every time I say something motherly: #motherknowsbest.”
 
2. What are your motherly habits? What are mom things you’re always do-
ing for the women on your floor, or asking them to do?
“If you ask the women on my floor, they say I give good advice and tell it like it is. I always make sure everyone 
is dressed for the weather. I listen and give thoughtful support, which has earned me trust with the wing.”
 
3. Share a story about when your motherly instinct saved the day.
“A girl on my wing sliced into her finger while attempting to slice a lemon. Next thing I know, she and 
a friend come down the hallway screaming, ‘MAMA!’ We got out the first aid kit. Slowed the bleed-
ing. Patched up the finger. Saved the limb without having to amputate. All in a day’s work.”
 
4. Tell us about your mom. Are you like her? Different from her? In what ways?
“I am very different from my mother in many ways, but one of the ways we are alike is through our willingness 
to bring people under our wing. She has taught me that it is important to pass along wisdom. I have a feel-
ing that if she had had a nickname in college, it would have been something along the lines of ‘Mama.’”
Photograph provided by Marissa Kneer
Amanda Getgen
3rd Center Olson
1. Tell us about your first experience with motherhood. Who on your wing first told you you 
were the wing mom and what did you do to earn this highly regarded title? 
“My first experience with motherhood was during Mom Week my freshman year, because everyone 
knows 3CO as the hot moms of campus (shoutout to 3CO aka the best wing on campus), so we need 
to celebrate the motherhood that we each have. We have activities we do to earn mom points, in or-
der to win the title of ‘ultimate mom.’ So I went pretty hard to earn the title and won it. Previously, the ‘ul-
timate mom’ won the last four years and she graduated, so I decided I wanted to win Mom Week my four 
years here at Taylor. So far I have been victorious and have won ‘ultimate mom’ for the last two years.”    
2. What are your motherly habits? What are mom things you’re always do-
ing for the women on your floor, or asking them to do?
“Some of my motherly habits include finding out what is going on in everyone’s life and go-
ing to everyone’s intramural games. I coach all of the Third East Wengatz’s intramural teams 
(shoutout to 3EW), but most of the time I’m really only motherly during Mom Week.”
3. Share a story about when your motherly instinct saved the day. 
“One time my motherly instinct saved the day when a freshman, Jackie Hanson, forgot her lunch. I want-
ed to save the campus from her getting hangry, so I brought her a lunch that she left at home.”
4.Tell us about your mom. Are you like her? Different from her? In what ways?
“My mom’s name is Beth, and she is pretty swag. I would say we are pretty different, but sim-
ilar in a few ways. I’m definitely a lot more outgoing than my mom. But my mom is the 
greatest cook that I know, (and) also the greatest person that I know.”
Photograph provided  by Amanda Getgen
OMS
Sophomore Amanda Getgen prides herself in her mom-like spirit.
Senior floor mom Mackenzie Miller will be sorely missed next 
year among the women she raised in third Breuninger.









End of the year celebration
Chrysa Keenon
Contributor
Before you break out those books 
and enter the panic mode of Dead 
Week, take some time this Saturday 
to enjoy a new way to experience 
Upland, for free. From 4 to 8 p.m., 
the Community Outreach (CO) divi-
sion of Taylor World Outreach (TWO) 
will host the Unity Festival at Depot 
Park in Upland. CO plans and creates 
events such as Community Plunge 
to connect students with the sur-
rounding community during their 
four years of college. After a success-
ful debut last year, the Unity Festi-
val will return as CO’s final event of 
the year.  
The event has been in the making 
since last year. Sophomores Jen Cline 
and Nolan Sponseller, co-directors 
of the department, had planned new 
ideas to get students involved in 
the Upland community, as a sort of 
“thank you” to the townspeople. The 
Unity Festival is the result of these 
brainstorming sessions and is sure 
to connect the two demographics 
in a fun and exciting way. Cline and 
Sponseller spent about three months 
planning the festival. 
According to Cline, “Service is a 
big part of what Community Out-
reach does during the school year, so 
we hope that we can further serve the 
Upland community members by of-
fering this event to them as well as 
the students.”  
Sponsored by the Lion’s Club, the 
event provides hot dogs, cotton 
candy, shaved ice and ice cream for 
patrons’ enjoyment. Throughout the 
festival and during the concerts, yard 
games such as cornhole and Spike-
ball are available for play. The bands 
include Chris Renzema, The Night 
Lights, The Jon Warren Band and 
Cumberland Gap.  
Taylor students may recognize 
their classmates in The Night 
Lights and Jon Warren Band. The 
Night Lights is an all-male acapel-
la group, which will use the Unity 
Festival as a goodbye to two grad-
uating senior members. 
Even professors are participating 
in the festival. Professor of physics 
and engineering Bob Davis and his 
wife Ellen are leaders in the blue-
grass band Cumberland Gap. Former 
Taylor student Chris Renzema trans-
ferred to Belmont University last year 
to study music. Renzema recently re-
leased a new EP and is coming back 
to play some of his new songs during 
the concert.  
With free food and entertainment, 
the Unity Festival is the perfect break 
from the impending doom of Dead 
Week. Enjoy one last hurrah with 
your friends from across campus, and 
be sure to make new acquaintances 
in town!
echo@taylor.edu
“We hope that we can further serve the Upland 
community members by offering this event to 




The night patrol campus 
policeman in Rupp just high-fived 
me goodnight. Honestly a great 
ending to this day #tayloru
shayna ‏@shaynadale 
The only reason I came to #tayloru 
was because I wanted to attend 
Ritz on the Roof as a senior.
sophie hrinofkfbwqzv ‏@
herNOwitch
“These stuffed animals are so 
cute”-grandma Hrinowich walking 
through nussbaum #tayloru
Katie ‏@KatieDuran
Me: “There is so many berries 
in the DC today!” Alex Jackson: 
“When it rains it pours” #tayloru
KT ‏@KatieTupper15
“I just want a man to look at me 
like Eugene looks at Marylou.” 
@JennyKeith52 #tayloru
Emily Rose Little ‏@EmRoseL14
Guys--make a PowerPoint about 
your lady and you win. Nice work 
Habs. #tayloru
Joy Steckenrider ‏@joystecky
Is dropping out of college to 
pet puppies at thing? if not 
maybe I could make it a thing?? 
#toostressed #tayloru
Grace Todd ‏@gtodd135
Grandparents day is bittersweet. 
Grandparents are so cute, but 
they have taken my seat in every 
class... #tayloru
@mavcatz: Hard to believe we won’t be going back to 
UDA. Easy to believe we’ll never take another history 
class. #eSQUADor2k16 #cantstopwontstop #tayloru
@hugebluemonster: “A dream you dream alone is only 
a dream. A dream you dream together is reality. - John 
Lennon” - Michael Scott #dreamcatchers2k16 #tayloru
The bi-weekly bachelors and bachelorettes
Single ladies of the Echo staff: v single, v 
smart, v pretty.
Single men of the Echo staff: the few, 
the handsome.
Photograph by Shannon Smagala Photograph by Shannon Smagala
Last year’s Unity Festival featured student band, Sun & Heir.
Photograph provided by Erin Fuhr
Photograph by Shannon Smagala
Austin Lindner
A&E Co-Editor
As every dainty flower in the meadow must 
inevitably wilt, so must every Grandma 
Gracie move on to better things. On Thurs-
day morning at approximately 4 a.m., the 
Campbell Senior Center lost a treasured 
community member and bingo enthusiast. 
In a freak quilting accident, the iconic col-
umnist and legendary fountain of wisdom 
of our campus known as Grandma Gracie 
has “graduated”.
While it would be easy for us to burn ev-
ery “Echo” newspaper to ashes and slap our 
PAs in the face in protest, that is not what our 
beloved grandmother would have wanted. 
So instead, let’s take a moment to reflect on 
Gracie’s life and accomplishments.
Grandma Gracie was born in 1832 on the 
back of a stallion as it galloped freely through 
the Mojave desert. While it is currently un-
known who her biological parents were, 
legend tells that Grandma Gracie’s moth-
er was the moon and her father was a dor-
mant volcano.
Born Gracie May Leevawitz, the girl insist-
ed from the first time she could talk that her 
friends and neighbors call her “Grandma.” 
She was not a popular child.
After developing the skill of predicting the 
future by reading fortune cookies, Grandma 
joined a traveling circus troupe when she was 
13. The troupe took her and her bag of choc-
olates all across the world, where she picked 
up much of the wisdom we have enjoyed in 
her column. 
During her travels, Grandma Gracie dat-
ed many world dictators and dignitaries, but 
only ever had one true love. Her will states 
that she would prefer to keep this man anony-
mous, so I will only say that his favorite num-
bers were 0, 0 and 7.
Yes, you guessed it, Grandma Gracie fell in 
love with Cab Driver 1 from the classic Bond 
film, “Live and Let Die.”
After many wonderful years, Cab Driver 
1 and Grandma Gracie suffered a traumatic 
break up, in which Cab Driver 1 left Gracie for 
Casino Waitress 2 from “License to Kill,” a ri-
val installment in the Bond franchise as well 
as Gracie’s love life.
Gracie gathered the splinters of her shat-
tered heart and retired to the cornfields of 
Indiana in 1994, where she would spend the 
rest of her days at the Campbell Senior Cen-
ter, waiting for Cab Driver 1 to return to her 
and beg forgiveness. 
Although that day, unfortunately, nev-
er came, Gracie was able to channel her 
years of bitterness and wisdom into her ad-
vice columns.
While several other Campbell senior citi-
zens were scrounging through some of Gra-
cie’s personal belongings at the Campbell 
Center, looking for loose change, they came 
across a few final words of advice for the Tay-
lor community scribbled on a Post-it note.
Grandma Gracie wanted to tell students 
that as the year draws to a close, they should 
not fear the dreaded four-cornered hat of 
the commencement ceremony. According to 
Grandma Gracie, graduation does not have 
to be a sad ending to four years, but instead 
should be an exciting beginning to the many 
years ahead. Grandma Gracie wanted to urge 
students to continue growing and learning, 
even as they depart from the Upland campus.
She also wanted to say that she has buried 
two boxes under the dirt of the LaRita Boren 
Student Center. One is filled with the jewels 
she stole from Cab Driver 1’s bank account. 
The other is filled with live piranhas.
 
Rest in peace, Grandma Gracie 
May Leevawitz.
Goodbye, Grandma Gracie
Thank you, Grandma Gracie, for 








Tonight, the anti-sex-trafficking or-
ganization Purchased will present 
“Art Against Trafficking,” an art show 
to raise awareness about their mis-
sion. The show will take place from 
6-9 p.m. at the Irving Theater in In-
dianapolis. All are welcome, and the 
event is free.
There will be an art auction, so 
interested attendees will have an 
opportunity to bid on various art 
mediums created by students. The 
silent auction will bring in much 
needed funds for the group. Pay-
ment is due at the pick-up time of 
9:15 p.m. 
Purchased is a nonprofit organiza-
tion created to protect women and 
girls in central Indiana, both rescued 
and at-risk. Their mentorship pro-
gram and educational meetings help 
spread awareness of sex trafficking 
and what it looks like. They run 10-
week programs in residential homes 
and detention facilities. This infor-
mational curriculum is also spread 
to businesses, churches and schools 
to help the community combat 
sex trafficking.
The art was donated by local art-
ists. The art gallery will feature three 
local musicians: Brett Luce, Schaway-
na Raie and Donn Smith. 
“We ended up with 50 art pieces and 
cannot wait to show them off at the 
event,” Jana Selig, a volunteer at Pur-
chased, said.
Selig has been a part of planning 
the event since she interned with Pur-
chased, and now she and the other 
members of the organization finally 
get to see it all come together.
“The staff works incredibly hard do-
ing their very best to accomplish their 
mission every day,” Selig said.
echo@taylor.edu
Ode to Marylou
The Night Lights prepare 




Instead of scrolling through the end-
less social media feed to avoid the 
stresses of studying, the Night Lights 
are here to illuminate the darkness of 
last-minute cramming. 
The acapella quartet, led by senior 
Taylor Eaton, is well-known around 
campus and the surrounding com-
munity for its Southern gospel sound, 
barbershop tunes and signature sere-
nade to Marylou.
On Thursday, the Night Lights will 
host their concert, “Hello Marylou,” to 
showcase the work they’ve done this 
year and to pay tribute to Taylor’s first 
lady, Marylou Habecker.
“Marylou Habecker is one of my 
favorite people here at Taylor,” Ea-
ton said. “She has been a ma-
jor supporter of the quartet since 
the beginning.”
In 2013, the quartet became fa-
mous for their rendition of “Hel-
lo Marylou,” which they performed 
in her honor, and it quickly became 
their theme song. 
“Since the Habeckers are leaving, 
we thought it would only be fitting 
to name the concert after the legacy 
of Marylou and our favorite song that 
so many people have came to know 
us by,” Eaton said. 
The group will be performing gos-
pel classics such as “He Touched Me” 
and “Hide Me Rock of Ages,” as well 
as ‘80s tunes such as “For the Longest 
Time” and “Barbershop.” There will 
also be special performances by Ed 
Blevins from Pleasant Grove Meth-
odist Church and Taylor senior Jake 
Venable. The quartet has even more 
surprises in store.
Three of the Night Lights members 
will be going their separate ways, with 
Eaton and senior Jacob Nolan grad-
uating and freshman Luke Borchelt 
leaving Taylor. Next year, fourth mem-
ber Ross DeLong will take over the 
legacy of the quartet. 
Eaton is grateful for the sacrifices 
his group has made and is excited for 
this legacy to continue. 
“I hope that the tradition of the 
Night Lights quartet never dies at TU,” 
Eaton said. “This group has meant 
the world to me, and I find no better 
satisfaction than singing with these 
great four-part harmonies for the 
Lord. These guys in the quartet will 
never know how much it has meant 
to me to help keep my passion alive.”
The concert will be on at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Recital Hall. Admission is free 
and all are welcome.  
echo@taylor.edu
Behind the narrative
Film majors create 
short films for class
Laura Koenig
A&E Co-Editor
Film and media production majors 
combined their skills to produce 
original narrative films with topics 
ranging from Elvis impersonators to 
virtual reality. 
Four groups of juniors and seniors 
experienced the entire filmmaking 
process starting with scriptwrit-
ing and ending with a screening on 
May 14.
The Echo talked with members of 
each group to hear about the process 
of creating the films.






This narrative film tells the story of a 
documentary filmmaker who struggles 
with his own mortality while reconcil-
ing with his best friend’s widow.        
“To me, the main theme is about the 
character working through his grief 
and struggling with reconciling the re-
lationships in his life,” Irwin said.
As Irwin reflected on some of the 
challenges in producing this film, she 
recounted how many pieces—the 
schedule, locations, props and actors—
had to fit together to make a high quali-
ty final project. She learned to take each 
piece step-by-step to make the process 
more manageable.
 Advice from Irwin:
“Plan ahead. Something will almost 
always go wrong, whether if it’s the 
weather or a missing prop. You need 
to be prepared for whatever may be 
thrown your way. Have a plan A, but 





Senior Nathan Tomcik—Director   
 
“The Kings” begins when three El-
vis impersonators get fired from their 
jobs at a small, rundown theatre. One 
of the impersonators believes that the 
real Elvis is still alive, so the three go 
on a trip to find him.
Throughout their journey, the im-
personators and audience will learn 
about the value of friendship, especial-
ly during tough times.
“We hope they (the audience) walk 
away with a sense of hope and that the 
passions in our characters’ lives and 
the audience’s lives are worth pursu-
ing,” Ryan Avery said.
The team struggled with finding an 
actor to play the oldest Elvis imper-
sonator. They also had trouble find-
ing someone who was willing to lend 
them a motor home for two days for 
filming. Fortunately, they found people 
who generously gave them their time 
and motor home. 
Yoder learned to trust the other guys 
on his team with his vision as a writer.
“I’ve been blessed with such an in-
credible group, and they’ve showed me 
how much can be accomplished when 
everyone is giving their all,” Yoder said.
 Advice from Ryan Avery:
“If you have the opportunity to PA 
(production assistant) on a set, do it. 
We heard it as a freshman, but didn’t 
realize how important it was until we 
became upperclassmen.”
“NuWorld”
Senior Tommy Weber—Director,       
      Writer
Senior Matt Kloker—Director of  
     Photography





“NuWorld” follows a young man 
named Perry who steps back from his 
relationship and enters an online vir-
tual reality called Nuworld. Through 
this virtual reality, Perry learns the im-
portance of human connection and 
relationships.  
Kloker hopes that the audience will 
think about what it means to con-
nect to other people, and how virtu-
al reality and digital technology, such 
as Nuworld, could affect human con-
nections in the future.
Reflecting on his role as the writ-
er and director, Weber said, “I think a 
big challenge for me has been learning 
how to properly communicate what 
is in my head to others so that we can 
achieve what I had envisioned.” 
Advice from Kloker:
“Always be learning about your 
craft, whether it is through resourc-
es online or experimenting with 
different techniques and ideas. Net-
working is essential too. Be dili-
gent, willing to help and friendly 
to people, and most people in the 
film industry will be more likely 





Senior Gerardo Lara—Writer,  
    Cinematographer 
Senior Joel Burrell—Editor
 
This narrative focuses on a screen-
writer named Chance. He is stuck in a 
dead-end job, writing pieces he does 
not enjoy and struggling to make de-
cisions for himself. Throughout the 
narrative, he learns to live his own life.
Young hopes that watching Chance 
will encourage people to move for-
ward in their lives regardless of 
their past.
This team was surprised when their 
planned film location pulled out a few 
days before the scheduled filming. 
While rushing to find another loca-
tion, the support Young received from 
other narrative groups helped her re-
alize how special the Taylor film pro-
gram is.
“One thing that I think is really cool 
about Taylor’s film department is that 
everyone helps each other on their 
narratives,” Young said.
The other groups helped Young’s 
team find a new location in time for 
the scheduled filming.
 Advice from Young:
“Keep going. It’s a lot of fun. Don’t 
be scared; no one knows what they’re 
doing. Be willing to learn. When 
you get super busy, just take it one 
day at a time. Everything gets done. 
Be flexible.”
The film screening will be on Sat-
urday, May 14, at 7 p.m. in the Redi-
ger Auditorium.
echo@taylor.edu
“This group has meant the world to me, and 
I find no better satisfaction than singing 




Photograph provided by Shirley Irwin
Seniors Hanson Reed and Aj Ablog direct their actors in “Rest of Your Life.”
Photograph provided by Josh Adams
Junior Luke Engel and senior Matt Kloker work on a scene in “NuWorld.”
Photograph provided by Ryan Avery
The team concentrates on their Elvis impersonators in “The Kings.”
Photograph provided by Ashley Young
Senior Ashley Young provides advice to actors at their last minute location.
Photograph provided by Taylor Eaton
The Night Lights will continue to serenade first lady Marylou on Thursday.
 of Photography
Let your voice be heard . . . next year!
Are you opinionated? Hold that thought! Next semester, submit your own letter-to-the-editor to 
luke_wildman@taylor.edu. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.
TheEchoNews.com FRIDAY
7OPINIONS
You can create a better world by thoughtfully 
shopping. 
Changing the world on a shopping spree
May 6, 2016
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It’s been over a month since North 
Carolina passed HB2, the “bathroom 
bill” designed to keep transgender 
people out of women’s restrooms 
(keeping them out of men’s bath-
rooms never seems to cross anybody’s 
mind), and my Facebook newsfeed 
has blown up about it in the past few 
weeks. More recently, in reaction to 
HB2, Target passed a policy specifi-
cally authorizing trans people to use 
the bathrooms they feel most com-
fortable in.
Some Christians have reacted by 
threatening to boycott the store. I’m 
actually thrilled that Target doesn’t 
discriminate against trans people us-
ing the bathroom.
All too often in debating policies, 
we forget the real people the policies 
affect. Trans people face enormous-
ly high rates of violence and sexual 
assault in general, and public bath-
rooms in particular are dangerous 
for them. 
One of my best friends is transgen-
der, and even in places where she 
is not explicitly barred from the re-
stroom, she’s usually scared to use it. 
I’ve seen many times the conflict of “I 
want to stay, but I need to leave so I 
can get home and pee safely,” or the 
panic of the unexpected restroom trip 
in a place where they’re not safe for her.
A post on Facebook the other day 
suggested, “Take the transgender sol-
idarity challenge: don’t use gendered 
restrooms in public.” On campus, if I 
tried to do this, I would have to hold it 
for twelve hours. The only gender-neu-
tral restroom I’ve found on campus is 
in Breu, and peeing “at home” would 
mean only peeing in my dorm. 
If I leave campus on the weekends, 
the stores, restaurants and gas sta-
tions I frequent all have single-gender 
bathrooms. When my friend comes 
to visit me on campus, she’s always 
antsy to leave, partially because she 
feels Taylor as a whole isn’t welcom-
ing to trans people, and partially be-
cause she knows that if she needs to 
pee, she can’t.
Public bathrooms are required by 
building code in most places of busi-
ness, and must be available to all “oc-
cupants” (employees and customers). 
Barring trans people from using bath-
rooms directly contradicts the spirit 
of these policies. It’s an affront to hu-
man dignity.
Additionally, bathroom policies 
specifically mentioning trans peo-
ple are impractical and impossible 
to enforce. Name a trait belonging to 
only cisgender men or trans women 
that you can see at a glance, wheth-
er at their clothed body or ID, and I’ll 
find you a counterexample. I know a 
cis woman with polycystic ovary syn-
drome (PCOS) who is very proud of 
her beard, and I have several other 
cis female friends who naturally have 
mustaches and bleach or shave them 
because they are perceived as unfem-
inine. There are cis women with short 
haircuts, boxy builds or deep voices. 
Some trans people have updated the 
gender marker on their licenses, and 
some have even updated their birth 
certificates, depending on state laws. 
The closest thing to a visual way 
to check if someone is trans is by in-
specting everyone’s genitals closely 
enough that you can recognize if they 
are surgically altered or not—and even 
that’s not entirely accurate. There is no 
good way to enforce these laws with-
out profiling and discriminating based 
on gender stereotypes, which is illegal 
under Title IX.
Already, I have seen videos of cis men, 
feeling newly empowered, following 
cis women into restrooms to harass 
them about their gender presentation. 
Ironically, HB2 is causing men to enter 
women’s restrooms to harass women, 
something it claims to prevent.
There has not been a single report-
ed instance of a trans person assault-
ing someone else in the bathroom, yet 
plenty of cases where registered sex of-
fenders have caused trouble in pub-
lic bathrooms—and there are no laws 
barring them from entering. It’s hard 
to believe, then, that bathroom bills 
are actually motivated by safety con-
cerns rather than fear and hatred. 
Barring trans people from bath-
rooms based on the fear of what a 
completely separate group will do is 
discrimination, and it doesn’t make 
sense. People who enter the bath-
rooms to peep or harass women have 
a litany of lies they can use that come 
at much less social cost than claim-
ing, “I think I’m a woman”—an argu-
ment that could get them murdered 
by “panicked” bystanders (the “trans 
panic” defense is still legal in 49 states).
HB2 is discriminatory and impossi-
ble to enforce. Target will still enforce 
sanctions against harassment. Allow-
ing everyone to use the bathroom is 
something I respect the company for.
Open bathrooms hurt 
vulnerable people
Anonymous Contributor
This article was written by a student 
who requests anonymity due to the sen-
sitive nature of the content.
It’s impossible to go online without 
seeing something about Target’s new 
policy concerning their bathrooms. 
It has saturated our media, and I am 
constantly seeing arguments for or 
against the policy. My opinion on 
this matter does not stem from my 
views regarding transgender people. 
It comes from the fact that I was sex-
ually abused.
No, it wasn’t in Target by a man who 
pretended to be transgender to enter 
the women’s bathroom. It was years 
ago by a family member, but the re-
percussions of this abuse stick with 
me today. Men intimidate me—even 
men I have known for years and trust. 
No matter who he is, there is a seed of 
fear and distrust. I know I speak for 
other sexual abuse victims when I say 
this: when I first heard about Target’s 
new policy, this fear was amplified.
I am not saying that I believe trans-
gender men and women are a threat. 
I am against this policy and afraid of 
what it means because I know what 
some men will do to hurt children. 
I know what my uncle did and the 
lies he told to get away with abusing 
me for as long as he did. Men and 
women who are intent on abusing 
will stop at almost nothing to do so.
Many people have argued that the 
lack of this policy has never stopped 
a predator from hurting someone 
before. But this policy also makes it 
a lot easier for a man to follow me 
into the restroom, claiming he is a 
transgender woman, and hurt me. 
If he claims to be a woman, what 
is stopping him from entering the 
bathroom I’m in? Or if a woman 
claims to be a man simply to enter 
a men’s restroom, what stops her 
from entering?
Again, I am not saying transgender 
people are the problem. The prob-
lem is the sick men and women who 
will exploit this policy to hurt peo-
ple. It has already happened. I re-
peat: these people will stop at almost 
nothing and take any advantage they 
can to hurt people.
I work at a water park during the 
summer, and we do not allow sexu-
al offenders to enter our facility—we 
scan ID’s on a database that alerts 
us if someone has a sexual offense 
record. During this past summer, in 
seven days we had eight sexual pred-
ators attempt to enter the park. The 
things that I have seen these preda-
tors do to try to enter our water park 
are astounding. I have had to call the 
police several times because these 
people have tried climbing the fence, 
sneaking in through our other gates, 
having someone buy them a ticket 
and slip it to them, etc. I have expe-
rienced sexual predators’ persever-
ance firsthand.
I write this not to start an argu-
ment or to talk about my personal 
opinions about transgender people 
but as a sexual abuse survivor speak-
ing out about why Target’s new pol-
icy scares me. Why this policy hurts 
me and takes me back to the fear 
that began when my innocence and 
childhood were ripped from me. 
Why this policy hurts.
Changing the world on a shopping spree




Who made your shirt? No, not the 
brand name sewn on the tag. Whose 
hands pulled the lever on the ma-
chine that stitched your jeans? Was 
their paycheck sufficient? Could they 
feed their family with it? How did that 
jean-stitching machine affect their 
community’s air or rivers?
American consumers are hungry 
for sales, and fashion brands are ea-
ger to accommodate with low-quali-
ty clothing (the industry standard is 
now ten washes of wearability for any 
item) at low costs. Affordable prices 
mean Americans are buying more 
clothes more frequently and dispos-
ing of them just as rapidly. This cycle 
of buying cheap clothes in excess—
known as “fast fashion”—has massive 
implications for the environment and 
human rights.
Eileen Fisher, a major fashion mag-
nate, said last year, “The clothing in-
dustry is the second largest polluter in 
the world . . . second only to oil. It’s a re-
ally nasty business.” Our tons of excess, 
non-biodegradable clothing items 
pack landfills and pollute the ground. 
Christians who care about stewarding 
the earth should be concerned about 
the effects of the fast fashion industry.
Fast fashion’s dangerous cycle spins 
out beyond environmental implica-
tions and into horrific human rights 
issues. According to Canada’s Stand-
ing Senate Committee on Human 
Rights, the textile, clothing and foot-
wear sectors provide employment for 
60 million workers, including millions 
of women, migrants and young work-
ers, mainly in the developing world. 
These workers’ challenges range from 
dangerous working conditions to un-
just pay and unethical hours.
According to the International La-
bor Rights Forum, 1,600 garment 
workers have died in the past three 
years. Bangladesh has experienced 
significant trauma with factory col-
lapses and fires. Since Bangladesh is 
the largest importer of apparel to the 
U.S., there’s a good chance your shirt 
was made by a Bangladeshi worker.
Your wallet holds massive power. 
As an average American, you are like-
ly in the wealthiest 1 percent of peo-
ple in the world. Where you spend 
your money—and what you spend 
your money on—affects many peo-
ple thousands of miles away from 
you. Christians should be concerned 
about the wellbeing of all God’s im-
age-bearers. Isaiah 1:17 says, “Learn to 
do right; seek justice. Defend the op-
pressed. Take up the cause of the fa-
therless; plead the case of the widow.”
Enter the idea of ethical consum-
erism: avoid products and services 
with a negative impact on society or 
the environment, and buy products 
and services produced in a social-
ly and environmentally consider-
ate manner. Attentive shoppers can 
vote with their dollars by purchasing 
ethically produced clothing. You can 
create a better world by thoughtful-
ly shopping.
New ethical fashion brands are pop-
ping up rapidly as the American pub-
lic begins to consider the impact of 
their dollars. Yes, ethically produced 
clothes are more expensive than For-
ever 21. But wouldn’t one long-lasting, 
well-designed and ethically produced 
$50 Everlane shirt be better than a $5 
Old Navy shirt that’s trashed after 
ten washes?
Another solution to the fast fashion 
cycle is the concept of a capsule ward-
robe, or a collection of a few timeless 
pieces which are wearable across sea-
sons and decades. By squeezing your 
closet down to a few essential items, 
you can avoid overconsumption by 
investing in more expensive, high-
er-quality clothing.
If you’re hung up on steep price 
tags and can’t give up the shopping 
experience, consider thrift stores or 
consignment shops. By purchasing a 
second-hand shirt, you vote for one 
less unethically produced garment 
from a country like Bangladesh. Ad-
ditionally, thrift stores often support 
their local community.
Liz Forkin Bohannon, founder of 
the ethical sandal brand Sseko De-
signs, says purchasing habits reflect 
inner beliefs. “Just buying a pair of 
sandals, a meaningless thing you 
would have done anyway, can now 
become a tangible way to manifest a 
belief that you have about the world,” 
Bohannon said in an interview with 
Her.meneutics.
Will you buy all your clothing com-
pletely ethically? No. But you can 
wake up from your shopping slumber 
to make conscious decisions about 
the kind of world your money creates. 
Let’s steward the earth and grant dig-
nity to workers overseas by carefully 
considering our clothing choices.
Photograph by Shannon Smagala
Ethical brands value people over dollars.
TO PEE OR NOT TO PEE
The question of bathroom policies is anything but black and white.
Photograph by Christine East
The problem is the sick men 
and women who will exploit 
this policy to hurt people.
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Sauder, a two-time NAIA First-Team 
All-American, graduated from Taylor 
in December with a degree in mar-
keting and spent much of the last few 
months training in Arizona to pre-
pare for his professional career.
Sauder participated in the NFL Re-
gional Combine in Arizona in Febru-
ary and took part in the Pro Days held 
at Purdue and Ball State in March.
Leading up  to the draft, Sau- 
der was  informed by the 
New York  Jets that he was 
on their  draft board for 
the   seventh round of the 
draft. The draft day call never came.
“There was a thought that I could 
have gone there, but as the day turned 
out, it didn’t work out for me to end 
up there,” Sauder said.
Having worked out for many NFL 
scouts over the last few months, 
Sauder hoped he had made a good 
enough impression to be given an 
opportunity as a free agent. Sauder 
May 6, 2016
“They have put so much time and hard work in to 
have a chance to win a conference championship, 
and seeing them accomplish that goal was great. It 
takes more time and more effort to be excellent at 
something, and these guys have done that.”
Champions
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The Echo is a weekly newspaper with news, editorials, photographs, 
and features. You can keep up with issues and events on campus





5/7 Saint Francis 3:00 P.M.
5/9 Crossroads League Tournament TBA
5/10 Crossroads League Tournament TBA
5/11 Crossroads League Tournament TBA
_______________________________________
Men’s Track & Field
Schedule
5/6 Indiana Invitational (A) 12:00 P.M.




5/6 Crossroads League Tournament (N) TBA
5/7 Crossroads League Tournament (N) TBA
_______________________________________
Women’s Track & Field
Schedule
5/6 Indiana Invitational (A) 12:00 P.M.
5/12 North Central Invitational (A) 2:00 P.M.
The Trojans clinched the Crossroads League title on Monday against Bethel.
Photograph provided by TU Sports Information Department
Two Taylor football players 
set to begin NFL careers 
Eric Andrews
Contributor
Two of Taylor’s own may soon be 
coming to a National Football League 
stadium near you. Last weekend, Mi-
chael Miller and Adam Sauder took 







last fall, Miller 
and Sauder 









last weekend’s NFL 
Draft, Miller and 
Sauder have each gotten 
their foot in the door with 
NFL teams. Miller signed as 
an undrafted free agent with 
the Indianapolis Colts on 
Sunday, while Sauder agreed 
Saturday to attend the 
Cincinnati Bengals’ upcoming 
rookie camp.
Despite having talked to one of 
the Colts’ positional coaches after 
the draft, Miller did not know the 
Colts had interest in him.
“I was a little confused because 
I thought I was going to try out in 
Dallas on Thursday,” Miller said. 
“Next thing I know, my agent is call-
ing me saying that there’s no try out 
or anything, I’m just signed.”
Miller finished his career as a 
wide receiver after splitting time 
between quarterback and wide re-
ceiver earlier in his time at Taylor. 
Miller’s 6-foot-6-inch, 256-pound 
frame helped him reel in five touch-
downs on 546 receiving yards 
this season.
Despite his noticeable size and 
skill, Miller acknowledges that it is 
not by his work that he is in the po-
sition he is in today, something he 
hopes he can show on the big stage 
of the NFL.
“Obviously  I couldn’t do it 
on my own,”  Miller said. 
“That’s not  me that’s gotten 
me here, but it’s Christ that’s gotten 
me here.”
Upon the advice of many NFL scouts 
and coaches, Miller will transition to 
playing tight end in his professional 
career, despite having never previous-
ly played the position. Miller will wear 
number 49 with the Colts and will 
participate in the Colts’ rookie camp, 
which runs today through Sunday.
The Echo Sports




Bottom of the seventh. No outs. Junior 
pinch runner Nathan Shelton stands 
anxiously on third after replacing 
freshman Nathan Targgart, who led 
the inning off with a walk. The senior 
hitting machine Lincoln Reed stands 
confidently on second after deliver-
ing with a single to right. Senior Kevin 
Fahy stands on first after a beautifully 
executed bunt. Senior Jake West steps 
to the plate as the excitement is about 
to bubble over. A single by West sends 
an ecstatic Shelton to the plate as the 
bench begins to clear, and a mob soon 
forms around West over at first base 
with a final score of 2–1. The Taylor 
baseball team (37–16, 19–7 CL) is the 
2016 Crossroads League champion.
Fahy reflected on his thoughts 
during the moments before the title 
was clinched when the bases were 
loaded as West delivered, sending a 
rope past the third baseman.
“At that point (I felt) pretty confi-
dent with it because it was no outs 
and Jake’s a great hitter, so it was 
clutch at that moment,” Fahy said. “I 
had full faith in Jake that he would get 
it done right there, and he did.”
The team came into Monday’s dou-
bleheader against Bethel knowing they 
had to win one of the next four games 
in the coming week, but their focus 
was on getting it done right away.
Sophomore Matt Patton got the 
start for the Trojans on the mound 
and held the Pilots to one run over 
4.1 innings, while freshman Andrew 
Feldman followed with two scoreless 
frames. Sophomore Rob Fox rounded 
out the pitching by earning two outs 
in the top of the seventh, and Reed 
finished the inning by picking off a 
base runner.  
The offense was punctuated by hits 
from senior Brian Moore, sophomore 
Champions
anxiously awaited a phone call from 
his agent.
Sauder received the phone call later 
on Saturday, albeit in a rather uncon-
ventional setting.
“I was actually at my cousin’s wed-
ding out in Illinois,” Sauder said. 
“My agent called me and told me 
that the Bengals wanted to invite 
me to their rookie camp. A little bit 
  later, one of their 
  coaches ended up 
  calling me to 
confirm it.”
   The 
6-foot-
3-inch, 220-
  pound 
safety 
finished 
   his Taylor
















   “Adam is 
such a complete player,” Korf-
macher said. “Defensively, from run, 
pass, he’s a big hitter, he plays spe-
cial teams, great ball skills. There’s 
much to be impressed about.”
Sauder will participate in the 
Bengals’ rookie camp that runs 
today through Sunday, hoping to 
earn himself a contract with Cin-
cinnati to advance his profession-
al career.
Taylor football assistant coach 
Greg Wolfe noted that Miller’s and 
Sauder’s accomplishments go be-
yond just football.
“They’re incredible guys to repre-
sent Taylor,” Wolfe said. “The athlet-
ic department and the school as a 
whole should be happy we have guys 
who are going into a rookie camp, 
but also delighted that they’ll, to a 
great degree, represent the mission 
of Taylor as well.”
echo@taylor.edu







“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admira-
ble—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—
think about such things.” Philippians 4:8
Funniest teammate Kevin Fahy
Pump-up song “Bad Company” by Five Finger Death Punch
Photograph by Fayth Glock
It’s sho time
Sam Wiese, Targgart, Reed and two 
hits, including the walk-off, from West.
After earning his seventh league ti-
tle in his 12-year tenure, head coach 
Kyle Gould understands the effort his 
team has put in this year so far and 
was proud to see it pay dividends.   
“I was very happy for the guys,” Gould 
said. “They have put so much time and 
hard work in to have a chance to win a 
conference championship, and seeing 
them accomplish that goal was great. 
It takes more time and more effort to 
be excellent at something, and these 
guys have done that.”
The second game resulted in a 4–2 
loss for the Trojans in extra innings as 
the Pilots were able to salvage a split.
West and Moore accumulated two 
more hits in the contest, while soph-
omore Tanner Watson walked three 
times and stole two bases.
Senior Ryan Masters commented 
on the relaxed and confident mind-
set of the team coming into the week.
 “Our freshman year, we won it 
and we kind of clinched it at the very 
end of the year, maybe one of the last 
couple games, and so there wasn’t as 
much pressure since we knew we only 
had to win one of four,” Masters said. 
“We had a good idea that we were go-
ing to do it. It was a pretty relaxed 
week knowing that, but obviously it 
was good to get that win in.”
The Trojans wrapped up the week 
on Tuesday with a split at Huntington 
and now are preparing for the Cross-
roads League Tournament. While a 
bid to the national tournament was 
already achieved due to claiming the 
league title, Gould is making sure to 
keep the team priorities in check and 
take it one game at a time.
“We are excited to host the confer-
ence tournament and look forward to 
competing for a post-season champi-
onship,” Gould said. “After that, I am 
excited for the guys to experience it 
and hope we can go to wherever they 
send us and play our best baseball of 
the year.”
The Trojans kick off the Crossroads 
League tournament on Saturday as 
they host No. 8-seeded Saint Francis. 
First pitch is set for 3 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
Michael Miller and Adam Sauder will begin their careers with the 
Indianapolis Colts and Cincinnati Bengals, respectively.
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